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I’m writing this a few days after our annual garden party, which this year was 
especially enjoyable after cancellations in 2020 and 2021. We were welcomed 
once again to the home of our patrons David and Jenny Tate. The weekend 
was a special one for David and Jenny too, as they were celebrating 50 years of 
living at Stone Cross House. Our event was attended by over 60 CA members 
and their guests. We were entertained by The Pete Willson jazz band and 
(because we like to do things a bit differently!), hoop aerialist, Naomi Wood. 
Michael Pattenden, who has been the gardener at Stone Cross House since 
1976, gave tours of the magnificent grounds which he and David and Jenny 
have created over the span of half a century. Many thanks once again to David 
and Jenny for their hospitality. 

L to R: The Party in full swing; The Dynamic Duo: Bar stalwarts Ivor Quinn & 
Tony Barnard; Hoop aerialist Naomi Wood 

There is limited space for Alice’s talk, so please book 
early to avoid disappointment. 

Mad Jack Fuller Rises Again!   
 

At the beginning of July, historian, writer and 
performer Geoff Hutchinson appeared at The Green 
Lane Music Room as ‘Mad Jack’ Fuller, a Georgian 
squire best known as the creator of several follies 
around the village of Brightling. Geoff specialises in 
transforming himself into various well-known Sussex 
characters; his memorable last visit to us was as 
Rudyard Kipling. Geoff, in the guise of ‘Mad 
Jack’ (though he preferred to be known as ‘Honest 
Jack’) entertained us with stories of his career as a  
politician who sat in the House of Commons between 
1780 and 1812. He also owned two Jamaican plantations, along with the slaves 
who worked it. We would doubtless disagree today, but he claimed that his 
slaves lived in better conditions than many English peasants.  
 

Mad Jack is probably best known, however, for two of his follies: the first, his 
pyramid-shaped mausoleum in the churchyard in Brightling, and the ‘sugar loaf’, 
a cone in a field at Dallington. The story goes that Fuller, while in London, made 
a wager claiming he could see the spire of Dallington Church from his estate. On 
his return he found this to be untrue, so to win the wager he had the sugar loaf 
erected overnight to mimic the spire.    

Geoff entered fully into the character of Mad Jack, leading us all to believe that 
in his top-coat and tails he was standing there before us in the flesh.  Equally 
interesting was the question-and-answer session that followed his performance 
in which he gave us many interesting details about his research and its sources.  

Geoff, in full ‘Mad 
Jack’ mode! 

Stop Press: On 6th August, ‘The Guardian’ carried a great article about 

the many Ukranian refugees who’ve been welcomed to our town. CA is 
mentioned too! Google ‘The Guardian, Crowborough, refugees’ to find it. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Commons


Dates for your Diary: 
 

Life Drawing 
September 8th & 26th , October 13th & 24th  
9.30  - 12.30, Scout HQ, Whitehill Rd, Crowborough, TN6 1RJ 
£15 members, £17 others.  
Details from Richard at richardnottingham49@gmail.com  
 

Portrait Drawing  
September 5th, October 3rd 
10.00 - 12.00, Scout HQ, Whitehill Rd, Crowborough, TN6 1RJ 
£12 members, £14 others.  
Details from Richard at richardnottingham49@gmail.com  
 

Martlets Choir Rehearsals: English traditional/folk choir  

September 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd; October 6th, 13th, 20th; 
November 3rd  
7.00 - 8.30, Rotherfield Scout Hut or St Denys Church. £48/8 sessions 
For information on joining, email gaye.jee@clara.co.uk 
 

August 27th: The Martlets perform at The Kings Arms, Rotherfield.  
2.30 pm - free 

September 3rd & 4th: Open Studios 
Around 40 local artists & makers showcase their work.  
Go to www.crowboroughopenstudios.co.uk 
 

September 18th: The Martlets perform at Penshurst Place 
1.00 pm. Normal admission prices apply for entry to Penshurst Place 
 
 

September 23rd: A Lifeline in Music 
Alice Barnard talks about using music with special needs groups. 
7.30, Four Seasons Barn, St John's, Crowborough 
£8 members, £10 others 
Bookings: call 01892 853294 or email gaye.jee@clara.co.uk  
 

October 15th: Max Baillie & Ljubica Stojanovic (Violin & Piano)  
7.30, The Green Lane Music Room 
£22 members, £25 others 
Email angelavb@waitrose.com or call: 01892 664534  
 

October 31st - November 28th: Art Exhibition at Penshurst Place 
More details tba 
 

November 4th: An Evening with Writer Mick Jackson 
The Booker short-listed author talks about his work. 
£10 members, £12 others 
Bookings: call 01892 853294 or email gaye.jee@clara.co.uk  
 

November 13th: Laura Snowden (Classical guitar)  
The Green Lane Music Room - more details tba 
 

December 3rd: Animal Crackers 
CA’s Christmas show - more details tba 
 

More details of all events at: www.crowborough-arts.org.uk 

 

Saved by the Gong 
Last month we put on a very unusual event: 
Gong Master Angela Mason gave a talk and 
demonstration on Gong Sound Therapy. First, 
she explained how the gongs were made and 
after the break we were treated to a session of 
wonderful and amazing sounds, from the gongs 
and other instruments including a sand drum 
and singing bowls. The amazing sounds and 
vibrations overlaying and intertwining with the 
other instruments could be felt as well as heard.  
 

At the end of the session Angela invited members of the audience to 
play the gongs and people were queuing up to have a go.  
it was a memorable evening.  
 

On the 21st August Angela is joining with artist Sasha Pomelova for 
an Art and Gong workshop ‘Healing Portraits’ See the members’ 
events section of our website for more details. 

An Evening with Mick Jackson 
 

Coming up on November 4th, we’re 
delighted to welcome award-winning 
novelist and screen-writer Mick Jackson to 
the Green Lane Music Room. Mick’s first 
novel, ‘The Underground Man’, based 
loosely on the life of the fifth duke of 
Portland, was short-listed for the Booker 
Prize. It tells of an eccentric Victorian 
aristocrat who, becoming increasingly 
bewildered by the world around him, 
commissions a labyrinth of tunnels 
beneath his house and retreats into them.  
 

Mick has won many plaudits for his subsequent works and has 
been Writer in Residence at both London’s Science Museum and 
the Booth Museum of Natural History in Brighton. Mick is an 
entertaining and fascinating speaker and we expect to sell out 
quickly, but you can reserve your places now by emailing 
gaye.jee@clara.co.uk. More details below and on the website. 

Now that our life & portrait drawing mornings are established in 
their new home at the Scout Hut in Crowborough, we have room 
for several more artists at each session. Sign up now by 
contacting Richard at richardnottingham49@gmail.com 
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